Vesicular pemphigoid--ultrastructural and immunoelectron microscopic study.
We report a patient with vesicular pemphigoid who showed clinically numerous small vesicles and figurate erythema over the trunk and extremities. Although large blisters were absent, immunofluorescent study revealed IgG and C3 deposition at the basement membrane zone of the lesional skin. The patient responded well to the combined use of corticosteroid and dapsone. Immunoelectron microscopy showed IgG and C3 deposition at the undersurface membrane of the basal cells and the lamina lucida. Electron microscopy of the nonvesiculated early erythematous skin showed small vacuoles and lacunae along the uppermost portion of the dermis. Although the clinical features of this patient and the good therapeutic response to dapsone were atypical, the results of immunopathology and immunoelectron microscopy were consistent with typical pemphigoid.